
Condylar Hypoplasia
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Condylar hypoplasia is facial deformity caused by a short mandibular ramus.

This condition usually results from trauma, infection, or irradiation occurring 
during the growth period but may be idiopathic. The deformity involves 
fullness of the face, deviation of the chin to the affected side, an elongated 
mandible, and flatness of the face on the unaffected side. (The side to which 
the ramus is short causes muscles to appear fuller; the muscles on the 
unaffected side are stretched so that side appears flatter.) Mandibular 
deviation causes malocclusion.

Diagnosis is based on a history of progressive facial asymmetry during the 
growth period, x-ray evidence of condylar deformity and antegonial notching 



(a depression in the inferior border of the mandible just anterior to the angle 
of the mandible), and, frequently, a causative history.

Treatment consists of surgical shortening of the unaffected side of the 
mandible or lengthening of the affected side. Pre-surgical orthodontic 
therapy helps optimize results.
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